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Join the Fun!
IN THIS | SSUE

VKA EVENTS & TBO

Jacksonville, FL 6/1371 15 New Castle, IN Oct TBD Atwater, CA

Riverside, CA 7/11-13 Brodhead, WI 9/261 29  Alton, VA (VIR Sprint &

Barnesville, GA 712671 28 Avon, NY Enduro)

Whiteland, IN 8/971 10 Circleville, OH 9/271 28 Delmar, 1A

Camden, OH 8/3171 9/1 Fremont, OH (TBO) 10/117 13 Cuddebackville, NY

Springfield, IL 9/67 8 Quincy, IL/MO
TBO = The Big One TBD = To Be Determined VIR T Va. International Raceway

Please check the official schedule posted on the VKA web site for any last minute correstisnigK Akarting.com

EDITOR &8 COMMENTS

i s growing. Thatds a good thing.
simple. The stronger the membership

karting publlcat|ons
be fAivintaged or may have a
nonVKA events and trade showd.he VKA PublicationFIRSTURN®, is prepared by volunteers, but it costs to print and mail.

been the focal point for vintage kartingev

help establish a stronger me mber ship

fun, willing



http://www.vkakarting.com/
http://www.vkakarting.com/

CORRECTION

Il 6m the only i di oProdudisavere miinbdnredAH ndt Akt JackfoovileErr ni e Shor eds Peopl

engines were A6 8 6 s . Rolf
RIVERSIDE, CA 1/37 2/2/13BY LOUIE FIGONE

Itds over and i n tlthvas obeoobthkesbestesenth i st ory now.

we had, not because the kart count was good, 117, but the mood of

people, the excellent weather,

good track conditions made for a smooth evérttere were a lot of new
people tlat came to see what vintage Kkarting is all about and a lot ¢
interest in the event.

We helda short drivers meeting and opened the track at 9:30 am fi
open practice. We had open practice all three days and everyon
respected each other on the tradkhe only incident we had ag in the
Single-Rear, 8.2 classa cast aluminum brake bracket broke and the kar:
had no brakes going into the sand box twesults, one driver sore and
hurting.

We had some long distant traveleffsank Weir from Ireland o¥aroom

Magazineandnine from Australia with two of them driving kartsGraeme Barwick had his Maico powered Chaparral in the-Dual
Rearclassand Bruce Barwick in the Singlgidewinder 6.1 class.Brad Fultz and Bob Lapke made the trip from Biisy Brad drove

Terry Ives duatear SAE kart and did a very good joBob visited with old and newignds and also made a new friend, Sally
Scott Kneisel and Chris Marchand also made the trip dbkinow | have missed sombut | thank all of you for comingoecause
without youy we would not have an evenfim Donovan was there doing what he loves, cooking his great pulled pork sandwiches on
Thursday for lunch and helping anyone that needed helghahdent beyond clutche§.hank you Jim andsally thanks you too!

Friday was practice and when tBeritol Gang luncheon was othe people thinned out at the tratits of track time for thosesho
stayed at the trackThe track was closed at 3:30 gdar the kart show.Forty-plus karts in the showlack Murray, Tom Thorin and
Frank Weir did the judgingThank you guys fosetting up the showvthat is a lot of work.(Results on p.3

| want to thank Tom Corso, Terry Ives and Scott Wigginton for doingguie and Peter Preschern and son Sean for handling the grid
and Peterds wife Carol ynrSaftamr dlaglbisngegveanres aofent heves ¢ omwiind. t
caused for that class. | combined some classes as they were light in numbers and | wanted to get dorzuahrly.

Sidewinder and DuaRear werecombined.

RACE RESULTS
The Adams sengeus dinner while the kart show was going
and it was fabulous as it always has been. Thanks to the Adaisioric Leon Rippy

family for allowing us to have our event at the renownefiAC-49 St eve OO6Har a
Adams Track. Sportsman GregRichardson

Single Rear 6.1 Matt Minnis
We were done with the awards by 5:00 PM and left the track 8ingle Sidewinder 8.2 St eve OO6 Har a
5:30 and we werdiome at 2:00 AM. It went by too fast andSingle Rear 8.2 Tom Wilms
now it is over until next yeadan 31-Feb 2, 2014 Plan on it! Single Sidewinder Jon Woods

Dual Rear Sportsman Graeme Barwick
| also need to thank Mona Sturgeon for handling the pr®ual Sidewinder Rich Swantek
registrations for me and also Faye Pierson for keeping |r88-85 Sidewinder Bob Kindoll
going. Louie Figone Senior Sprotsman Leon Rippy

! See p3 for a closeup of Sally
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RIVERSIDE SHOW RESULTS

GROUP FRAME ENGINE(S OWNER/PRESENTER

REAR
Unrestored 660 Bug w/Twin MC-10s Mike Hartman
Restored 659 Blitz Tim Hinson
Modified MaxTorque Special w/Twin MC-10s Tom Smith
SIDEWINDER
Unrestored 680 Pink Bug Bernie Lacotta
Restored 680 Margay E Paul Wright
Modified Black Bug Wasp Jerry Milazzo

FRAME ENGINE OWNER/PRESENTER

FAYE PI ERSONG6S BUG KART AWARD

660 Bug | w/Twin MC-10s | Mike Hartman
PEOPLESG6 C E
659 Malekart | w/ Twin MC-10s | Jim Bruni

This is fASal Ly,
year old German SheHair Pointer

ELECTRONIC IGNITION FOR 80cc/100cc M cCuULLOCHS BY BiLL M cCORNACK

Building McCullochs over the years, I've found that having a regdlgd spark is essential to
performance. e 1

I've done a number of these ignition conversions over the years and people have liked hd
they work. Many of us havexperienced issues using points amhdensers and the problen
they can cause:

At i etdrds s the arm that rides on the crank cam wears;

A point gap can be difficult to set prope
A point ogetbunadkand f aces

A bad conductivity on the wire connectors

(Continued onp.5)
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MEMBER MEMORY : A WEST BEND STORY BY LOUIE FIGONE

| started karting in 1960 and bought my first kart from a Kart  all backed up ¥ Richard Peck, so | decided to do a little
Shop located in an old converted gas station in San Bruno, CA interview with Jake.

(my home town). It was a dead axle kart, probably home

made with a Clinton A400 engine. | played and raced this kart

with no sucess, and at a race at the Petaluma track, | pushed
the rod through the crankcase.

My next move was to upgrade to a new Go Kart 800 with a
West Bend 580 standard engine. The standard engine came
with a MT34 float carburetor. | raced this combo and then
started modifying the engine with the standard modifications
(Wiseco thinring piston, ported intake and exhaust, Go Power
intake with a Tillotson pumper carburetor, Azusa exhaust
headeretc). | had a fun and success racing this setup in the
Sportsman lass that was being run at the time.

I had read about some five ported
experience or tooling to convert my engine. Then the five port
engine came out in miti961 and | was thinking about buying
the conversion kit. There was also rumor that West Bend was
going b come out with a loop scavenged engine, so | decided set up an interview at Bobos

| would wait. In 1962, | traded my 580 and $60.00 for a new reat i i nce was abl e |

610 and off | went, never to éué% lthé‘|rl§on ﬁrf?hSn's’ (Cléy Whs atslié%&?s%nd @vr%r?cﬁm’b

for a karting team.) Hereobs

ake (Glen) Snow- 2012

It has taken me some time (most of you who know me, know |
am a little slow at getting things done), but in August, 2012, |

| retired from karting after running the 1967 Nationals at
Riverside and then rentered the scene in April 1986 when
my son, Joey, showed an interest in karts. Our racing took us
nationwide and we met a lot of good. people. One of those t hat s what he has al ways be
was Bob Snow who had a mold shop in San Jose, CA, and we mining town. In 1948, Jake entered the Air Force and during

became very good Daké Snowdwauld B Qrd $q toRoCHe ‘?Nas art of a team that flew coal into
of ten accompany Bob to the T agggs caman Begausg)(?f tisian'blodk&de. E 1odoy @
two boys, Anthony and Clay who were little at the time. Jake was stationed at Connally Air Force Base in Waco, TX.
His first involvement in karting was a horameade kart that he

built from water pipe with a West Bend engine that he bought
from Jack Peck. In 1959, he boughCates kart alsowith a

West Bend engine. Jake was living-pfist in an 8 x 36 foot
trailer.

Glen (Jake) Snow was born in 1930 in Gilliam, West Virginia.
He does noknow how he got the nickname of Jake, but says

Bob started to tell me about his uncle Jake and the West Bends
that he modified while he was in the servidée claimed that
Jakewas one of the first to fivport the West Bend 580
engines and was doing this for Jack Peck of Hornet fame. | of
course doubted thigut then when | attended the first Vintage
Kart event at New Castlé ran into Richard Peck and asked
him if he knew Jake Snow. At first he looked at me with a
guestion mark in his face and then his face lit up and he said
fiGlenSnow! 0o

Jack Peck had an inventory of 580 engines that he supplied to
Jake for five porting. Jake told me his trailer had so many
boxes of West Bend cylinders he could hanahlk through it.
Jake would have the tubing herp at the hydraulic shop at
the Air Force base. He would put the extra ports in, put the
tubing on with epoxy and bake the cylinders in the oven. Jake
would put the cylinders in the kitchen sink and nwater

Richard then told me how Glen (Jake) modified these little
engines, and that his dad (Jack) modified the McCulloch
ignition for the West Bend because they were blowing up the through the ports tsee how they would flow: a poonarfs
fywheels. Richard also told me that he would take the Snow 4. benchl Jake had a contract with Jack to fiert the
modi fied 58006s to the east coasd s , Rﬂat\]atk% besHV'\é%log,Pfo

r-ec’e
were running at the ti me. I é’&&)ﬁedtﬁﬂ&f}k?ed when Bobds story w

-4-
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Jack also gave Jake the key to the track and sontetirae | also talked to Terri Buffam of Go Power and he said that
would go out at 2 in the morning to test under the lights. Jake Jack worked close with the West Bend Aluminum @al &ad
polished the rods, set the ignition at 30 @e&gand, according sent several of the Snemodified engines to them for testing

to him, they pulled 10 HP o0 u tbefoveftheycane ous\&ith their own fivelmort ehgings. a d mi t
running heavy loads of nitro fuel.

| did put Jake and Richard in touch with each other and they
In 1963, Jake was shipped to Vietham and that was the end of had a great visitaminiscing about the old days, just we do
his karting career. Jake also said that when West Bend came at our vintage events. Louie Figone
out with the five port cylinder, they put the ports in the wrong
place.

ELECTRONIC IGNITION BY BiLL M CCORNACK (CONTINUED FROM P .3)

In this article, I'll explainthe reasons you many want teake the
troublefree conversion to electronic ignition, and I'll explain sbgp
step how to install theMega Firé' electronic ignition unit on your
80cc or 100cc McCulloch.

First, a word about the cost sfock ignitiors vs.the Mega Fire a set
of points can cost between $14.50 and $20.00. The Malory cond
costs about $14.50. Wega Fireunit sells for $29.00 which is roughl
the same.(Yes, | am one of the vintage shops selling Mhega Fire
ignition.) If you are searching on your own for oagthese units, be
careful as there are many different types that won't work properly
these engines.

The Mega Fireunit is not hotter nor does it have a more intense sg
compared to conventional points/condenser. However, firing at a
27degreeBTDC, it is as good as points and condensaértheir best
operation.

Tools needed:

A cordless hand
A 3/716" drill bi
A Dremel grinder

A 6" rule

To fasten the ignition module to the yello
sideplate, you'll need:
Aong Allen head bolt 1824 x 3/4"
long; and
Aone 10-24 lock nut
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Figure 1 shows theMega Fire electronic ignition module anBfigure 2 shows your McCulloch at the start with all the original
ignition components in place. Figure 3 you can see the ignition area with all the parts removed-ande 4 shows all the parts
that are no longer neede#igure 5 shows where to grind away the casting rib and pad area in order to properly mddegth€ire
unit. Figure 6 illustrates (fran the back of the engine's sideplatdjere to layout to drill the 3/16" diameter hole in order to mount
the unit. Finally, inFigure 7, you can see the position of the wires after the unit has been mounted and is ready for ofiz@tio. t
switchthe wres!

For the traditionalistthis may not be a wonderful thing, but for a lot of us running at the track, it's one big thing we don't have tc
worry about. See ya athegrid.

Bill McCornack

COMPRESSION RATIO T How TO CALCULATE BY Dick TEAL

Richie Engela VKA member from Canadaent methimr t i cl e on the fACal cul at |amditbeugkdt us
back a lot of old memories.

Back in the 19606s, when | was actively building e itygthesd® s ,
and #3 ways oeered in the articlésee bracket) | settled on thetl option because it provides the exact measureniesiso found
that a West Bend 820 sprint engine worked best for me with a compression ratio of 11 to 1 with 37 degrees of ignitionladwance
11.5 to 1 withthe high advancéut found that | was getting pignition. | used the siddire Autolite spark plug #AE301 to control
the preignition. These compression ratios were used when | was running alcohol not gas and oil.

My method is pretty simple to doybu have a way to determine TDC (top dead center) and a syringe.

a. Find TDC
b. Fill the cavity with light oil to the bottom of the spark plug hole and record how much was used.
c. Rotate the crankshaft until the top of the piston is at the top of the extuatust
d Add oil unt i |l itds to the bottom of the spark plug hol
e. Combine the two amounts of oil together and divide the total by the first amount from item #2.
The method is pretty simpl e tanathiforjmdas. dondt have to know any

Dick Teal, W.E. Bowers (Gamut Racing Team, Texas) & Richie Engel
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FrROM KARTING WORLD, AUGUST1965
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