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2013VKA TouRr EVENTS & OTHER VINTAGE EVENTS

1/247 26
1/317 2/1-2 Riverside, CA
3/147 16

4/267 28 Whiteland, IN
5/91 11 Camden, OH
5/1771 19 DKC Gratten, Ml
5/247 25 Springdfield, IL
6/137 15 New Castle, IN
6/71 9 DKC Mid-Ohio
7/11-13 Brodhead, WI

Jacksonville, FL R

R

Barnesville, GA R

R
R
R
R

712671 28 Avon, NY(VKCA)
8/971 10 Circleville, OH

8/317 9/1 Rock Island GP

8/311 9/1 Fremont, OH (TBO)
9/67 8 Quincy, IL/IMO

9/131 15 MKC at MIS
9/26129— Alton VA (YNS=IES))
9/271 28 Delmar, IA

10/117 13 Cuddebackville, NY
11/27 3 Atwater, CA

VKA Events are BOLD
DKC = Dart Kart Club
MKC = Michigan Kart Club

Please check the official schedule posted on the VKA web site for any last

Italics indicates vintage enduro event
TBO = The [R.E.A.R.] Big One
MI'S = Mich. Int 61 .

minute correctiongwww.VKAKarting.comnj.

KARTING TRIVIA QUESTION BY BiLL M CcCORNACK
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http://www.vkakarting.com/

EDITOR 66 COMMENTS

My second time at Camden and | was adisappointed.There were 49 entries

in 12 Classes. Sidewinder American was a real fun race to watch with 11
entries, and there was some good racing in that ddespite the rainout on
Friday, there was plenty f fi b e n ¢ h practice fime gnoThuasdag and all
three Heats on SaturdayA t the Driverdés Meeting,
detailed talk about good driving and EIEYMIsEe. There has been some talk
about turning it into a training video for all of karting. Some gaddice there!

(1 6ve -spuwhatRiak Teal sent me.)There were many changes to the

venue. The parking area was raised and is now about the same level as the pi
staging area, concrete surfaces are now featured in most, if not all, tight turns
and #$ort straights, the track is smoother and there are more places to pass.

After a pork tenderloin dinnea drives 6 meet i ng was fohsl d
entrieswere rununder the lights.Saturday was rainedut. Rolf Hill-#4

APRIL BOARD OF DIRECTORSOM EETING - SHORT SUMMARY

More research is required to determine the need for a signed waiver in the VKA
Membership Application, since VKA only promotes an event through
advertising in the VKAFIRSTURN® and provides guidelines for casncy
between events. Two issues at Barnesville were discussed: 1.) A Kart Show
entry that would not qualify for participation in any race; 2.) A safety issue
associated with the lack of & ®earing support on an oil clutc{See article in

May FIRSTURN® and pictures on p. 13 in this issueAlthough the Executive
Director Board Position is vacant, the four Regional Coordinators are working
out really well, especially the newest, Scott Klingldtid-West Coordinator.
Rough driving was also discussadain. The Hulbardston Historical Society
(MA) is going to make a presentation to the Massachusetts iditS8ociety to

see if they cameopen the trackn the MDC propertyo vintage karts.

The balancef funds in the VKA Treasurgs ofApril 30, 2013 was $12,153.94.
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CAMDEN , OH RACE RESULTS

Class \ 1% 2" 3

Mac 49 2 | Roy Fenwick PamLeMay | = -
Yamaha 2| Col m O6 H| Kevin Saulter |  --—-—---
Rear 6.1 5 | Kevin Rice Rolf Hill Jim/Steve Walter
Rear 8.2 2 | Scott Nagel Dean Scarbrough, ~ -----—----
Dual Rear 4 | Jerry Nagel Scott Nagel Marc Nagel
Historic 3 | Jerry Nagel JoAnn Hertzig John Stults
Sportsman 3 | Debra Oakley Pearl Gamble Autumn Nagel
80-85 S/W 3 | Frankie Schaffier| Bud Bennett Tony Pardo
S/W Amer. 6.1 11 | Bob Noel Sean Kavanagh | Mike Birdsell
S/W Amer 8.2 2 | Dick Charest Marc Nagel | = -
S/WFor. 8.2 4 | Rick Gilmore! Steve Jamison Troy Brown
Dual S/W 8 | 311CraigBennett | Kirk Jobe Jeff Campbell
HELP US OUT!

The Staff of FIRSTURN® would like to make a special request fde mb e
input, to share the wealth of their expertise with all readé/s. would love
to includeyour Technical Article or aMembeb #$istory ... a short story
about a Me mb e orékartingk expetience ¢ou Ican fweite it
yourself, or we can help you. Find me at the track or email me
KartNumber4@yahoo.com Rolf

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

New VKA Memberships are now issued for a 12 month period. Curre
members should receive a reminder along with youKA FIRSTURN® two
months before your membership expire

315

Annual dues are: Full Membership = $30; Associate Membership = $

FIRSTURN®

should be made payabl e t
Jo McCornack, 7N057 Weybridge Drive, Campto

JOIN THE FUNI!

-4 -
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CAMDEN PICTURES
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SPRINGFIELD , IL RACE RESULTSBY Dick TEAL

Class 1" 2" 3¢
Mac 49 Shawn Welte Lyle Caswell Pam Lemay
Junior Jack Daniel | @ ------ | ae-e--
Rear 6.1 Kevin Rice Pete Williams Dean Scarbrough
Rear 8.2 Marc Nagel Ron Brookman | Jerry Nagel
Dual Amer.Rear | Dan Henry Marc Nagel Jerry Nagel
Historic Jerry Nagel Dick Teal | ------
Sportsman Rear | Lyle Caswell Nip Swenson Pearl Gamble
77-85 S/IW JT Miles Kenny Price Trevor Brookman
S/W Amer. 6.1 Kevin Rice Eric Prentice Mike Paulsen
S/W 6.1 Dave Doogan Matt Morgensen | Rick Cramer
S/W Amer 8.2 Chris Daniel | = ------ | eeea--
Stock Appearing | Sandy Daniel Paul Booth Tom Day
Dual S/W Foreign | Dan Birge Rodney Fish Hal Orndorff
Over-60 Terry Walters Jay Bruninga | @ ------

SPRINGFIELD , IL SHOW RESULTS BY Dick TEAL

Rear Unrestored

1963/ Lancer/ Dual

Mc96s/ Je

Rear Restored

1961/Bug Scorpion/Homelite kB2/Jay Bruninga

Rear Modified

1965/Rupp Chaparral/Mc49/Steve Welte

Rear Past Winner

None

S/W Unrestored

None

S/W Restored

1973/Margay MK111 Cheetah/Mc91B1/Sandy Nagel

S/W Modified

1972/ Bug Stinger/WB 820/Nip Swenson

Peopl esbd

VKA FIRSTURN®

1960/Gopher/WB 580/Jim Thompson
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AND THEY &RE OFF!
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TROPHIES (& REFRESHMENTS, NO DOUBT)

GETTING YOUR KID INTO KARTING BY J.J. MENDOZA

| have been attending the vintage reunion at Rivergide since it started in
2004,and by 2007 my then foyrear oldboys began asking if they could go.

We had purchased a HumBug with a 3.5 Brigg & Sdrap (Fig. 1) a year
prior and the boys would ride in
my lap with their hands on the
wheel. | found several
abandoned warehouse facilities
in a local business park that
were far away from any
residential and got permission
from the local caretaker to use
the huge loading dock areas for
us to practice on.Gradually,
as they gained experience, and 3
strength, they were able to 3§
steer with a little assistance;
my hands moved off the wheel
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to holding their wrists, then their forearms, and eventually a gentle nudge on the
elbow or shoulder was all that was needed to cue thiigyrmagefive, they could
push on the top of my shoes and begin to operate the throttle and brakes.

When it appeared they were getting big enough to drive alone, | removed the
Briggs and put in &Vest Bend 580mainly to make the throttle response less
touchy at low speedsThe wa-stop on the throttle was set to give only 1/2
throttle opening.At age six, | put a small pillow in the seat to take up the room
between them and the seat back, and cut them loose in thé pot. out two

large cones and instructed them to maketiefts around themNext, we tried

right turns, and finally, | had them doing figure eights around the coAss.

their confidence and experience grew, | moved the cones further apart and told
them to let the kart hit its top speed, then turn, and usththtile to finish the
turn.....that was about all the coaching they needed and soon they were drifting
around the cones like old pros4y goal was basically to get them comfortable
with the speed, and the feel of sliding and drifting, in an area wheyehtd
plenty of room to recover from any spins and mistakdgedless to say, they

did collect the cones numerous times, but hey, that was the whole point.

| got a set of flags to signal them and we had a lot of fun learning what to do
when each flagvas displayed as they drove around the corigdss was a fun
game to them, but it was also a great way of preparing them for the track in a
relaxed way. We also discussed righf-way and passing other karts on the
track, along with the basic hand signahd safety concerns while driving.

In 2011, at ageeven we took them to Adams for their first track day, which
was a Vintage family fun evenBy this time, they now could reach the pedals
and fit perfectly into the HumBugPrior to driving, we toured the entire facility
and | explained how the whole sg worked, and where everything was, and
why. They were excited, but not quite ready to go out on the track with other
karts, especially due to them being much fasiféne key here was to run them

in a separate-50 minute session, which made them more comfortableok
each kid out in turn, following them in my-Bone, and once they got the track
memorized, | would pull in front of them and let them pass me, and getased
leading, and following another karthe purpose here was to make them used to
driving in close quarters to other kartgVe then let them switch off and drive
the Dart, with the wostop set for limited throttle and a huge sprocket on the
axle.

"EDITOR:I di dndt know, ssopld askadthratiwep o
-9-
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We did a couple more
fun day sessions at
Adams that year and
they were able to hold
their own at Adams
for the 2012 event and
ran the junior classlit
was painfully slow as
the Clirton (Fig. 2)
and WB 580 are kind
of anemic, but hey,
they were able to flat
foot them around the
track. And wouldn't
you know it? The hot shoe junior in a Margay with a M@ stalled and that
gave my kids a 1st and 2nd place swe€pey learned the wellorn saying: to
finish first, you first have to finish. They also attended their first drivers
meeting, an important milestonéd.ater that year, they went to Bakersfielddan
had a ball, again during kigsnly sessions, and passed each other several times
per lap. The hardest thing to do
is to not give them too much
coaching, you need to stick to
one thing at a time, and let
them learn it. The other thing
is to let them decide when they
want to drive, andnot worry
about it if they are having an
off day. It is critical that they
gain the confidence and seat
time needed to get their kart up
to the pace of the others on the

track. To that end, having another experienced junior to follow around, or Dad,
is invaluable. If it starts out as fun first, then the competitive edge will hone
itself, but not the other way aroundLet them take it at whatever pace they are
comfortable with, because in time, they will pick it up.

The HumBug being a fun kart with aé axle,an auditorium plastic chair/seat
(no side support)Hig. 3), and zeroKPI” had reached its drivability limit at
speed, and so we sold it and restored a 1970 Margay Chégtd)(

2EDITOR:1 didnét know so | asked: KPI
- 10 -
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| got the boys involved in the
polishing of the rims, paintinthe
shroud with crinkle blacktfey
loved that part), and mounting the
tires and innetubes. Steve
O'Hara generouslylent his hand
in helping out and devised an
adapter/restrictor to put Tillotson
HL-132 carbs on mywo MC-91
series enginesHe had done the
same thing for his son Casey with {
great success and it worked out™
great for my sons as well.No
need to go through the hassle, costs and trouble of &91@r converted saw
engine either.lt is a far more praatal option to use a restricted engine and dial
up the power as needed:he way | see it, they will outgrow the need for the
restricted power in a couple years anywaye are using saw clutch inner hubs
and shoes in the clutch for a low lock up of under 2000 RPMs teaches them

to maintain their momentum and saves the clutthe other thing to adjust is

tire pressures.The kids being so light weight, you can rahout 20% lower
pressures.The key here is to watch and see if they are getting too loose in the
rear, or if the kart is pushing badlyDrop the pressure about53pounds at a
time until the kart behavesWe wound up with 18 in the rear and 16 in the
front.

This year, we went again to Bakersfield, and my one boy is still not fully
comfortable running with the othéaister adults, so we did junionly sessions

the first day. By the second day however, they were both picking up their pace
and runningwith adults as well. Ben still has a habit of looking over his
shoulder whenever he enters a turn at the end of a straight; a bad habit he got
into because he got hit by an inexperienced adult in a rental kart from behind in
the big Monza, and it still hents him. That is something he is working through,

and only time will cure.To that end, | let the camcorder be the critic, and we
watch the videos over and over again, each boy pointing out his every rhove.
have found they like the social aspects aiting almost as much as the driving;
now that they have met other juniors, they hang out together at the tBack.
contrast, the other twin, Bud is a man possessed driving in the Cheetah and ran
the tires down to the chord®hen | tried to go out andatch him with the other
restricted MCG91 and the kid lapped me.

We always spend time together after each event taking ofbthievheels and
engine to clean them and the chassid gatting the kart ready forsitnext
outing. | do not make them do emghing, but they seem to want to spend more
and more time doing it, so as much as they show interest, they are indulged with

- 11 -
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more tasks. If you make it funtime with Dad, and talk about the kart and
explain it to them while doing the maintenance, it lmees an enjoyable
experience.They get a kick out of the stories about how your carb fell off, or
how you lost a wheel, which adds credence to why we use cotter pins and check
them regularly. They love to pull the safety wire pietoo....with kids, it'all a

fun game if you set it up that way.have them use their math skill to read the
pressure gauge, and Ratio Rite as well, plus they are learning about tools, so it
has the additional benefit of them honing their educational skills as well.

Am | thinking about IKF junior classes for theinut rot at this time, mainly
because they are having so much fun at the vintage fanglty etents, which

are way lowetkey and enjoyable for all of usMy opinion is that the vintage
events offer a lower keynd friendly environment for the kidsThe adults are
very supportive and understanding, and the focus is not all about winning either.
Had it not been fothe vintage karting movement,ig doubtful that my boys
would ever have become involved with kagt The other blessing in disguise

is that vintage karting is the only affordable way for me to support two machines
and drivers.

If you have a son, grandchild, niece or nephew, or a family friend who is
interested, try getting
them involved. Most of

us have several karts, and
engines with at least one
that is suitable for a
junior, that can be pressed
into to service as a
training hack. Bring a kid

to the track, and be
prepared to see them get
Bug Bitten! BuD - BEN

Adams Kart Track 2012 Winners

ENDURO EVENTS BY CARL WEAKLEY

The Championship Enduro Series (CESj)as started allowing vintage
endure/sprint karts to be a part of their eve@ES joins the World Karting
Association, Woodbridge Kart Club and Southern Kart Club in welcoming
vintage karters to their event&mail me atclwcpa@aol.conif you want an
eventschedule for upcoming vintage enduro events as well as the VKA Tour
schedule for sprints. (Continued on nextpage)

- 12 -
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